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Coalition of Creators Reacts to MEP Reda’s Draft Report on 

Copyright, Calling for a Fairer Digital Market for Authors 

Paris, France – 14 April 2015. A coalition of creators from all creative sectors and geographic 
regions has addressed the shortcomings in MEP Julia Reda's draft report on the adaptation of the 
Copyright Directive. The Report, which was published in January 2015, tackled a number of 
sensitive issues in copyright reform, several of which directly impact creators.  
 
CISAC creators outlined their views on the Report in a letter addressed to MEP Julia Reda and 
copied to all Members of the European Parliament, on the eve of its discussion by the Parliament. 
The letter was signed by CISAC’s President Jean Michel Jarre and Vice Presidents Angélique 
Kidjo, Javed Akhtar, Marcelo Piñeyro and Ousmane Sow on behalf of the nearly four million 
creators that the Confederation represents.  
 
The letter highlights the Report’s failure to address market realities for creators and underlines the 
need for a more balanced system that would take into account the rights of creators and provide 
fair remuneration for the use of their works. 
 
"We agree that there needs to be a balance achieved between rights holders and the public. But 
this balance should not be struck at the expense of the increasingly fragile community of creators," 
wrote the signatories. 
 
The letter questions some of the key proposals, in particular the approach to copyright exceptions 
and limitations solely from the perspective of user benefits, without considering the impact of so-
called "free access" on the economic and moral interests of creators.  
 
On the issue of the copyright term, creators rejected MEP Reda’s call for “a duration that does not 
exceed the current international standards,” effectively meaning a downward harmonisation to a 
term shorter than what is already available across Europe.  
 
"We would be very interested in seeing the evidence upon which this policy recommendation is 
based," says the letter. "Now that digital technologies can help facilitate access to, and preserve 
our works, forever, an extension seems more justified than ever." 
 
In their conclusion, creators urged Ms. Reda "to do what’s right" by ensuring the future of creators 
in Europe and supporting "a fairer digital market for creators."       
 
The letter was sent to MEP Julia Reda and copied to all MEPs who participate in the JURI 

committee. That committee is due to commence its discussions on the report today. 

[End] 
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About CISAC 

CISAC – the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers – is the world’s leading network of authors’ societies 

(also referred to as Collective Management Organisations, or CMOs). 
 
With 230 member societies in 120 countries, CISAC represents nearly four million creators from all geographic areas and all artistic 
repertoires; music, audiovisual, drama, literature and visual arts. CI SAC is presided over by electronic music pioneer Jean Michel Jarre 

and our four vice-presidents are: Beninese creator and singer Angélique Kidjo, Senegalese sculptor Ousmane Sow, Indian poet, 

scriptwriter and lyricist Javed Akhtar and Argentinean film director Marcelo Piñeyro. 

 
CISAC works to protect the rights and promote the interests of creators worldwide. We enable collective management organisations to 
seamlessly represent creators across the globe and ensure that royalties flow to authors for the use of their works anywhere in the 

world. To this end, CISAC provides the highest business, legal, and IT standards to protect creators’ rights and to support the 

development of the international network of collective management organisations. 
 
Founded in 1926, CISAC is a non-governmental, not-for-profit organisation with headquarters in France and regional offices in Africa 
(Burkina Faso), South America (Chile), Asia-Pacific (China) and Europe (Hungary). 
 
www.cisac.org | Twitter: @CISACNews | Facebook: CISACWorldwide. 
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